Cities of the Indus Valley and Kingdoms of the Ganges


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Vishvanatha Temple

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A

TOPIC: Cities of the Indus Valley and Kingdoms of the Ganges

MAJOR IDEA: Though the Vishvanatha Temple is a far later expression of the Hindu religion and the lives of the people of India, it is a part of a well-planned site similar to the early Indus Valley Civilizations.  Vishvanatha Termple helps us to understand the cultural diffusion, which eventually led to the seemingly complex Hindu religion.

SUGGESTED AIMS:
· How did the geography of the Indian subcontinent lead to the development of civilizations there?

· What were the characteristics of the Indus Valley civilizations and their cities?

· Who were the Aryans and what were their religious beliefs?

· How did the religion and cultural practices of the Aryans change from their contact with the Dravidian peoples of the subcontinent?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Title: Monsoon Wedding (2001)

Director: Mira Nair

· Title: A Passage to India (1984)
Director: David Lean

Based upon a novel by E.M. Forster

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Use a map to locate the land regions of the Indian subcontinent (northern plain, Deccan peninsula and coastal plains), then consider the placement of the Indus and Ganges Rivers.  Based on previous lessons about the development of civilizations near regularly flooding rivers, where would you guess the earliest civilizations in India/Pakistan would be formed?  

· Read a piece of literature or view or movie that includes references to the monsoon (Monsoon Wedding and A Passage to India are two movies).  Explain what causes this unusual weather condition and hypothesize ways that this condition might impact life on the Indian subcontinent.  In what ways do the waters of the monsoon give life and in what ways might they cause destruction?  Why would it have been important for Kujaraho to have been built near a river?

· Ask students to write a short reflection paper on the ways that religions strive to explain unknown phenomena.  How would flooding rivers and monsoons lead a culture to develop strong religious practices?  It is clear from the Vishvantha Temple and the entire community at Kujaraho that religion played a very large role in the lives of the people in this region.  In what ways do these structures represent or interact with nature and its phenomenon?  

· Look at a plan of the Indus Valley cities of Harappa or Mohenjo-Daro.  How were these cities planned?  What infrastructure and amenities were built in to these settlements?  How do these cities compare to the much later religious settlement of Khujuraho?  How do these cities compare to a modern or Western city?

· Ask students to list things that have influenced the way they dress, speak, eat and act.  How many of the items on this list are from the students’ own culture?  Students in America are likely to find that almost everything they wear, say, eat and do can be traced to a culture other than their own.  This melting pot of influences is not very different from the Indian subcontinent where hundreds of different ethnic and linguistic groups interact with each other.  Even in the earliest times of the Indus Valley civilizations, interaction with the people of Sumer and other civilizations would have influenced the peoples of the subcontinent.  These influences obviously became more intense when the Aryan peoples appeared to take control of much of the subcontinent.  What types of cultural influences do students feel have been forced on them rather than freely adopted?  How do you think the Dravidian peoples felt about the acceptance of Aryan practices?  How might they have tried to hold on to their own traditions?  How are the practices of the dominant culture passed on in America today?  Where do we get our influences of ways to dress and act?  Is it possible that the sculptural images at the Vishvanatha Temple are designed to serve as a type of cultural cue for the people of its time?

RESOURCES:
· http://www.harappa.com/har/har0.html -An excellent collection of images relating to the Indus Valley Civilizations

· http://www.globaled.org/curriculum/water.html - Here is a high school lesson about the monsoon.

· Ramayana by Krishna Dharma.  Torchlight Publishing revised edition August 2000.

HOMEWORK:
· Read a section from one of the Vedas and create a chart which compares it the teachings of the religion you practice.  

· Study some of the sculptures from the Vishvanatha Temple.  What do they teach you about daily Indian life?  Create a set of illustrations for your own life that might educate scholars about our world if found 2000 years from now.  

· Read excerpts from the Ramayana.  How does this epic compare to the Epic of Gilgamesh (addressed in the English class) or other epics you have read?  What are the basic characteristics of an epic?  Write your own epic poem that includes all of the listed characteristics of an epic.  
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The ancient city of Harappa
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